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Alaska House passes nearly $500M budget deficit bill,
amid split support for Dunleavy spending

By Corinne Smith,
Alaska Beacon

The Alaska House of Representa-
tives advanced a nearly $500 million
supplemental budget bill to address
the state’s budget deficit — one of
the largest budget shortfalls to date
— amid debate and scrutiny from
Republicans who opposed drawing
from a state savings account to pay
for it, leaving the bill unfunded for
now.

Lawmakers passed House Bill
289, known as the supplemental
budget, by a 24 to 16 vote on Mon-
day, which is largely a routine pro-
cess to address budget shortfalls and
fund state government services and
programs through the fiscal year that
ends on June 30.

Top line items include an ad-
ditional $40 million for disaster re-
lief, following the devastation of the
remnants of Typhoon Halong on
Western Alaska; $55 million for last
year’s million-acre wildfire season in
the Interior of Alaska; $70 million in
transportation funding to unlock
$630 million in federal matching
funds; $130 million for the Higher
Education Investment Fund; $20
million for the Alaska Department of
Corrections; and millions for public
assistance including Medicaid, the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program, housing vouchers and sen-
ior benefits.

But members of the Republican-
led House Minority caucus raised
concerns and frustration at the “fast
tracked” budget bill, as well as ex-

pansion of spending and high costs
for this year. While some members
said a few items may be mandatory
like funding disaster relief efforts and
transportation, other spending items
need further vetting and review.

Voicing opposition, Republican
members voted against immediately
funding the roughly $490 million
budget bill through the state’s princi-
pal savings account, the Constitu-
tional Budget Reserve — which failed
by a 24 to 16 vote on Monday.

Unlocking the savings requires
three quarters of the 40-person
House, or 30 votes. Amid higher than
expected state costs, and declining
oil prices and state revenues, the
Legislature must draw from the sav-
ings account to fund the state govern-
ment.

The budget bill is expected to ad-
vance to the Senate for further debate
and possible amendments. But on
Monday, Rep. Mia Costello, R-An-
chorage, a member of the minority
caucus, requested a re-vote, expected
on Wednesday, which may change
the final vote tally but is not expected
to delay the bill.

Historically, members of the mi-
nority have withheld support for the
CBR vote until after the Senate ap-
proves the bill to maintain negotia-
ting leverage.

Rep. DeLena Johnson, R-Palmer
who serves as the House Minority
Leader, raised objections to what she
called a rushed process in the House.

“A rush through the budget with-
out adequate scrutiny, in my opinion,

without transparency, that’s not effi-
ciency, that’s just courting failure,
that’s just a rush to failure,” Johnson
said. “And history has shown that
rushed budgets often lead to unin-
tended consequences.”

Members of the multipartisan
House Majority caucus called for
lawmakers to support the budget bill,
as requested by Dunleavy, and pay
the state’s bills now.

“These obligations must be paid,”
said Rep. Andy Josephson, D-An-
chorage, co-chair of the House Fi-
nance Committee, speaking on the
House floor on Monday. “There’s
nothing unusual. The size is unusual,
but the fact that they were requested
and filed is not unusual. They are ob-
ligations of the state. They are effec-
tively binding contracts that must be
paid. And the question is, when.”

Dunleavy first introduced the sup-
plemental budget in December, and
requested additional items up to last
week, including $35 million more for
disaster relief if the state fails a fed-
eral appeal and is denied a request
for the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency to fund 90 percent of
costs for the first three months of the
typhoon disaster in October.

Some items, like the $70 million
federal transportation match, replace
funds that Dunleavy vetoed last year
— to the alarm of some lawmakers,
union and construction industry
groups because the money unlocks
hundreds of millions of federal dol-
lars. Lawmakers say it is time-sensi-
tive to fund it in order to support the

summer construction season.

“I would say these are actually
precise invoices, not a blank check,”
said Rep. Chuck Kopp, R-Anchor-
age. “They’re ones that were already
on the books, and we’ve already
taken the responsibility to pay.”

Lawmakers also allocated nearly
$130 million to repay the Higher
Education Investment Fund, which
in part funds student scholarships, in
order to cover state expenses last
year.

Some Republicans questioned de-
partments spending over what the
Legislature appropriated last year,
particularly the Alaska Department
of Corrections, calling for more thor-
ough oversight and transparency.

“We have departments who have
come with us, who actually spent
like drunken sailors last year,” said
Rep. Jamie Allard, R-Eagle River.
“We need to make sure that they’re
reined in.”

Other lawmakers pushed back
against critics for holding up the
budget bill process.

“I feel like I'm in the Twilight
Zone,” said Rep. Andrew Gray, D-
Anchorage, on the House floor on
Monday, in response to Republicans’
criticisms of Dunleavy’s budget
request and administration spending.
“And what I'll say is that sometimes
we just have to put our differences
behind us. We have to collaborate,
cooperate, and do what’s best for
Alaska.”

Following the House votes on
Monday, House Speaker Rep. Bryce

Edgmon, I-Dillingham, pointed out
that the governor has not been in-
volved in supporting the budget his
administration has requested. “It’s
quite interesting if this is a gov-
ernor’s bill and the governor’s not in-
volved at all in terms of promoting
his own bill,” he said.

Rep. Jeremy Bynem, R-Ketchi-
kan, a member of the minority, raised
concerns on the House floor but ulti-
mately voted to support the budget
bill and the savings draw. “It was a
difficult, challenging vote for me,”
he said of voting against his caucus.

“I absolutely did not love the pro-
cess we went through to get to where
we were today. There are items in
that (bill) I still have questions on,”
he said. “The reality is that many of
these items are things that we will
have to take up and pay for.”

A spokesperson for Dunleavy’s
office did not respond to a request for
comment on the criticisms raised and
lack of support from Republicans on
the governor’s requested budget.

“The Alaska Constitution grants
appropriation powers to the legisla-
ture, and that includes the CBR
draw,” said Jeff Turner, communica-
tions director for Dunleavy. “The
governor’s office is not part of any
negotiations between the house cau-
cuses.”

This article is printed with per-
mission under Creative Commons li-
cense CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 and was
first published on February 24, 2026
at www.alaskabeacon.com
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In Nome:

Accounting: Accountant I/II/III $36.65 + DOE;

In Our Village Communities:

Brevig Mission:

Legals

Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;
Environmental Services Worker Relief $26.41 + DOE
Diomede:
Environmental Services Worker Relief $26.41 + DOE;
EVS Maintenance Worker I $31.73 + DOE;
Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;
Clinic Travel Specialist $26.41 + DOE;
Personal Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE
Elim:
Direct Care Attendant Relief $25.00 + DOE;
Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE
Gambell:
Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41+ DOE,;
Maintenance Worker $34.25 + DOE
Golovin:
Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;
Personal Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE;
Environmental Service Worker Relief $26.41 + DOE
Koyuk:
Environmental Services Worker & Relief $26.41 + DOE;
Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;
Maintenance Worker Relief $34.25 + DOE
St Michael:
Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;
Personal Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE

Accounts Payable Technician I/II/III $27.41 + DOE
Acute Care: Acute Care Technician $34.25 + DOE
Audiology: Administrative Specialist I Relief $26.41 + DOE
Behavioral Health:

Administrative Specialist I Relief $26.41 + DOE;

Clinical Associate — Day Shelter $27.41 + DOE;

Reentry Coordinator & Relief $34.25 + DOE;

Recovery Coach — Day Shelter $27.41 + DOE
Corporate Housing: Property Associate $27.41 + DOE
Dental: Dental Assistant Trainee $27.41 + DOE;

Dental Assistant I Relief $30.02 + DOE
Environmental Services:

Environmental Service Worker I & Relief $25.00 + DOE;

Laundry Worker I $25.00 + DOE
Eye Care: Optician Uncertified $26.41 + DOE
Health Information Systems: Coder I $31.73 + DOE;

Health Information Technician 1 $26.41 + DOE
Infant Learning Program:

Developmental Associate $31.73 + DOE
In-Home Support Program:

Personal Care Attendant I $25.00 + DOE
Laboratory:

Supervisor Medical Laboratory Assistant $39.20 + DOE;

Request for Proposal

Bering Straits Regional Housing Authority seeks proposals
for Design, Procurement, Delivery, and turn-key completion
of three one-bedroom, one-bath homes in Little Diomede,
Alaska. The homes can be Modular, SIP packages, or stick
framed packages. Our date for completing at least 1 home
is December 31, 2026, with the last one completed
before September 30, 2027. Please contact Erik Noet at
enoet@bsrha.org or Jeanette Evan at jevan@bsrha.org.
Jeanette can be reached at (907) 443-8623.

e Employment

Laboratory Administrative Specialist I $27.41 + DOE; Savoonga: o
Informatics Specialist $34.25 + DOE Shcll(lmcl:l];rave] Specialist $26.41 + DOE
Materials M t: aktoolik:
Warchonsomas Retief $27 41 + DOE: Clinic Travel Specialist Relief $26.41 + DOE
. ’ Shishmaref:

Materials Support Technician $26.41 + DOE;

Patient Driver I Relief $30.02 + DOE
Nutrition Services:

Food Service Worker & Relief $25.00 + DOE;

Cook /II/III Relief $30.02 + DOE
Patient Financial Services:

Patient Accounts Representative I $30.02 + DOE
Patient Hostel: Patient Hostel Supervisor I/II $30.02 + DOE;

Patient Hostel Attendant & Relief $25.00 + DOE
Pharmacy: Pharmacy Technician I Relief $27.41 + DOE
Plant Operations:

Fleet Maintenance Technician & Relief $36.65 + DOE;

Heavy Equipment Operator $36.65 + DOE;

Maintenance Technician I & Relief $31.73 + DOE
Primary Care: Case Manager Assistant $26.41 + DOE;

Certified Medical Assistant $34.25 + DOE
Quyanna Care: Certified Nursing Assistant $34.25 + DOE
Radiology: Administrative Specialist I $26.41 +DOE
Sanitation:

Remote Maintenance Worker I Relief 36.65 + DOE
Security: Security Officer Trainee Relief $25.00 + DOE
Social Services: Elder Advocate $34.25 + DOE
Village Facilities Management:

Travel Maintenance Technician $36.65 + DOE
WIC: WIC Breastfeeding Peer Counselor Relief $20.00

Personal Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE;
Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;
Clinic Travel Specialist $26.41 + DOE
Stebbins:
Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;
Direct Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE,;
Environmental Services Worker Relief $26.41 + DOE
Teller:
Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;
Personal Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE;
Environmental Services Worker Relief 26.41 + DOE;
Clinic Travel Specialist $26.41 + DOE
Unalakleet:
Personal Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE;
Clinic Travel Specialist Relief $26.41 + DOE;
Administrative Assistant I $25.00 + DOE;
Assistant Care Coordinator $34.25 + DOE;
Dental Assistant Trainee $27.41 + DOE
Wales:
Personal Care Attendant & Relief $25.00 + DOE;
Village Based Counselor Trainee $27.41 + DOE;
Environmental Services Worker Relief $26.41 + DOE;
Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;
Clinic Travel Specialist & Relief $26.51 + DOE
White Mountain:
Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;
Personal Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE

NSEDC

Job Opportunities

Norton Sound Economic Development Corporation
offers an attractive compensation and benefits
package including competitive pay, 401K retirement
program and comprehensive healthcare options.

www.nsedc.com

Administrative Assistant (Nome):

The Administrative Assistant provides administrative support to staff in the Nome
office to promote a productive and efficient workplace. This position assists with
coordination and completion of general clerical activities for all NSEDC offices.

Fleet & Facility Technician (Nome):

The Fleet & Facility Technician performs highly skilled and complex repairs
including inspecting, repairing, fabricating, rebuilding, and maintaining
NSEDC'’s vessels, vehicles, equipment, machinery and facilities associated
with NSEDC'’s operations in the Norton Sound region. The primary focus of
the position during the summer operational season will be on the repair and
maintenance of infrastructure and equipment related to Norton Sound Seafood
Products and tender vessels.

For more information or an up-to-date vacancy list,

For an application or a complete job description, visit www.nsedc.com or contact
go to www.NortonSoundHealth.org or contact Human Resources at (907) 443-4573 PP petel P

NSEDC Human Resources via phone, (907) 274-2248 (Anchorage) or
1-(800)-650-2248 (toll-free), or via email: hr@nsedc.com.

NSHC is a drug-free workplace and will apply Alaska Native/American Indian preference for hire (under PL 93-638 and Veteran Preferences).
NSHC will also initiate a criminal history/background check for all positions.
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WANTED - Mark Knapp at The Cutting
Edge in Fairbanks is buying legal ancient
walrus ivory, musk ox horn, mammoth ivory
and teeth.

Trooper Beat

Very good prices. 907-452-7477. Knapp’s
Cutting Edge 1971 Fox Ave Fairbanks AK
99701. knappscuttingedge @gmail.com

Legals

Building on our corporate strength and cultural identity, we shall assist our Shareholders
to control our corporation and create our future.

KOYUK NATIVE
l <. CORPORATION

P. 0. Box 53050, Koyuk, Alaska 99753
Office: (907) 963-2424 Fax: (907) 963-3552
Store: (907) 963-3551

AST PIO website, no “C” Detachment Press Releases 2/16-22/26.

Seawall

Nome Police Department
Weekly press releases
Activities reported between
2/16/2026 — 2/22/2026

During this period there were 115 calls for service
received at the Nome Police Communications
Center; 26 (23%) of these calls involved alcohol.
The Nome Police Department dispatched 19 am-
bulance calls to NSHC. The Nome Volunteer Fire
Department responded to 3 fire calls during this
period.

NPD responded to 3 call reporting intoxicated per-
sons needing assistance. One person remained
at the hospital for medical evaluation/treatment.

Arrests
A total of 2 arrests were made, with 2 (100%) al-
cohol related

Tuesday, February 17, 2026
Charges: DUI, Violating Conditions of Release
and Probation Violation. Name: Timothy Kowchee.
Location: Greg Kruschek Ave.

Sunday, February 22, 2025
Charge: Violating Conditions of Release. Name:
Judy Noyakuk. Location: W. 2nd Ave.

Traffic
NPD made 1 traffic stops, with 0 citations and 0
warnings issued. NPD responded to 2 reports of
motor vehicle accidents.

This is a record of activity. The issuance of cita-
tions or the act of arrest does not assign guilt to
any identified party. Officers refer all cases to the
DA for action

Court

Week ending 2/20/2026
Civil

Nichole Turner v. Matthew lyatunguk;
Other District Court Complaint

Nichole L. Tuner v. Matthew lyatunguk;
Unmarried Parents do NOT Agree (or are
unsure) on Parenting Plan

Small Claims
No current claims filed; start 2NO-26-
00001SC

Criminal

State of Alaska v. Edward Evan
(4/27/82); CTN 001: Disord Conduct-Chal-
lenge To Fight; Date of Offense: 2/14/26; 5
days, 0 days suspended; Unsuspended 5
days must be served remanded - credit for
time served; Surcharges due.

State of Alaska v. Robert Edgar Gilley
(10/5/98); Dismissal; Count |: Harassment
2; Filed by the DAs Office 2/17/26.

State of Alaska v. Christopher Olanna
(8/1/91); CTN 001: Assault 4-Cause Fear
Of Injury; DV; DOV: 11/27/23; Plea: Guilty;
Plea Agreement: Yes; CTNs Dismissed:
002-4; 0 days, 0 days suspended; Police
Training Surcharge due; Restitution: must
pay; Amount of restitution will be deter-
mined as provided in cited Criminal Rule;
Judgment inadvertently not entered upon
graduation from Wellness Court on
6/17/25; Court signs form 2/6/26, with cor-
rect Effective Date being the graduation
date (6/17/25).

State of Alaska v. Janice Adams
(4/1/91); 2KB-23-10CR Order to Modify or
Revoke Probation; ATN: 118118385; Vio-
lated conditions of probation; Conditions of
probation modified as follows: Probation
Terminated; The following jail term must
noOw be served: 14 months, not to exceed
time served; Any appearance or perform-
ance bond is exonerated.

Adopt your hest friend!

Email pawsofnome @gmail.com to start the application process.

Support Animal Rescue & Rehoming - make your donation today!

Make animal control-related reports
to Nome Police Dispatch at 443-5262.

120 West 1st Avenue * PH: 907.443.6800

Monday - Friday 7:30am - 4pm - Saturday 9am - 4pm

Sunday hours vary - Please call first.

2026 Kovuk Native Corporation
Annual Meeting

In accordance with By-Laws
NOTICE IS HERE BY GIVEN

For the purpose of soliciting nominations for candidates to fill (7) Board of Directors seats.
Election for these seats will be held during the 2026 Annual Shareholders Meeting on April 4,
2026, at 1:00 p.m.

Shareholders interested in running for election for the KNC Board of Directors must be 18 years
of age or older, a KNC shareholder with 1 Full share, and must be in good standing with KNC
within the past 5 years; complete and submit and application. Completed applications must be
received by KNC by hand delivery, mail, or email, no later than March 4, 2026 at 5:00 p.m.

Koyuk Native Corporation
PO Box 53050

Koyuk, AK 99753
knc061880@gmail.com

PLEASE TAKE NOTE:

Any shareholder who wants to run for a seat on the KNC Board of Directors must complete and
submit an application by the above deadline to qualify as a candidate for election to the Board.

Candidate applications can be mailed to shareholders at the current address on record and are
also available by contacting KNC at 907-963-2424.
By order of the Board of Directors.

President Morris Nassuk
Date: January 28, 2026

Homemade Chicken Noodle Soup

Makes 8 servings

32-pound whole chicken

cups low-sodium chicken broth
carrots, peeled and sliced

stalks celery, trimmed and sliced
onions, peeled and sliced

cloves of garlic, peeled and minced
sprigs fresh parsley

sprigs fresh thyme

bay leaf

tablespoons butter

Salt, to taste

Freshly cracked black pepper, to taste
12 ounces wide egg noodles
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For the soup:

1. Skim any fat off the top of the strained broth.

2. Remove and discard the skin and bones from the chicken
and cut the meat into bite-sized pieces; set aside.

3. Melt the butter in a large Dutch oven set over medium heat.
Add the remaining carrots, celery and onions and cook for
about 7 minutes or until the onions are translucent. Add the
chicken pieces and chicken stock, season with salt and pep-
per. Bring soup to a simmer and cook for about 30 minutes or
until the vegetables are tender.

4. Chop the remaining parsley; add the parsley and egg noo-
dles, stirring frequently. Cook for 8 to 10 additional minutes
or until the noodles are tender.

5. Ladle into soup bowls and serve hot.

For the chicken stock:

1. Rinse the chicken inside and out under cold running
water. Place the chicken in a large pot, set over medium
heat and add the chicken broth. Add "* of the carrots, 3
of the celery and ' of the onions. Add the garlic, 2 sprigs
parsley, thyme, bay leaf and enough water to just cover
the chicken. Bring broth to a boil, reduce heat and sim-
mer for about 1"* hours, or until chicken is very tender,
skimming any foam from the surface of the broth.

2. Remove chicken from broth and place in a colander to
drain and cool. Strain the broth through a very fine mesh
strainer into a large, clean soup pot. Discard the vegeta-
bles used to flavor the stock.

Floral 8hop

Contemporary and traditional fresh flower arrangements by Trinh’s.
Birthdays, Weddings, Funerals and more.
Delivery in town and surrounding villages.

= Coffeg Shop

Espresso, Smoothies, Frappuccino, Italian Sodas.
Snacks and Baked Goods!

SERVING KALADI BROTHERS COFFEE
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