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Employment

Seeking Qualified  
Applicants

Accounting: Accountant I/II/III $36.65 + DOE;  
     Accounts Payable Technician I/II/III $27.41 + DOE 
Acute Care: Acute Care Technician $34.25 + DOE 
Audiology: Administrative Specialist I Relief $26.41 + DOE 
Behavioral Health: Administrative Specialist I & Relief $26.41 + DOE;  
     Recovery Coach $27.41 + DOE;  
     Clinical Associate $27.41 + DOE 
CAMP: Health Educator I $34.25 + DOE;  
     Prevention Program Coordinator $36.65 + DOE 
Dental: Dental Assistant Trainee $26.41 + DOE;  
     Administrative Specialist I $26.41 + DOE 
Electronic Health Records: EHR Systems Analyst $41.90 + DOE;  
     Population Health CMA $34.25 + DOE 
Environmental Services:  
     Environmental Service Worker I & Relief $25.00 + DOE;  
     Laundry Worker $25.00 + DOE 
Information Systems: Telehealth Coordinator $39.20 +DOE  
In-Home Support Program: Personal Care Attendant I $25 + DOE; 
     Referral Coordinator $30.02 + DOE 
Laboratory: Medical Laboratory Technician $41.90 + DOE;  
     Informatics Specialist $34.25 + DOE;  
     Administrative Specialist II $27.41 + DOE 
Materials Management: Patient Driver I Relief $30.02 + DOE 
Nutrition Services: Food Service Worker & Relief $25.00 + DOE;  
     Inventory Technician I/II $26.41 + DOE;  
     Nutrition Services Dietetic Coordinator $34.25 + DOE 
Office of Environmental Health:  
     Environmental Health Specialist $41.90 + DOE 
Patient Financial Services:  
     Health Information Technician $26.41 + DOE;  
     Patient Accounts Representative $30.02 + DOE 
Patient Hostel: Patient Hostel Attendant & Relief $25.00 + DOE 
Pharmacy: Pharmacy Technician I $27.41 + DOE 
Plant Operations: Maintenance Technician & Relief $31.73 + DOE; 
     Fleet Maintenance Technician $36.65 + DOE;  
     Journeyman Plumber $41.90 + DOE 
Quyanna Care: Certified Nursing Assistant $34.25 + DOE 
Sanitation: Remote Maintenance Worker I Relief 36.65 + DOE 
Security: Security Officer Trainee Relief $25.00 + DOE 
Social Services: Elder Advocate $30.02 + DOE 
Tribal Healing: Tribal Healer Trainee $27.41 + DOE 
Village Health Services (Nome Based):  
     Administrative Assistant $25.00 + DOE 
Village Facilities Management:  
     Travel Fleet Maintenance Technician $36.65 + DOE;  
     Travel Maintenance Technician $36.65 + DOE 
WIC: WIC Breastfeeding Peer Counselor Relief $20.00 

In Our Village Communities:

For more information or an up-to-date vacancy list,  
go to www.NortonSoundHealth.org or contact Human Resources at (907) 443-4573 
NSHC is a drug-free workplace and will apply Alaska Native/American Indian preference for hire (under PL 93-638 and Veteran Preferences).  

NSHC will also initiate a criminal history/background check for all positions. 

Brevig Mission: Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;  
    Environmental Services Worker Relief $26.41 + DOE;  
    Clinic Travel Specialist Relief $26.41 + DOE;  
    Village Based Counselor Trainee $27.41 + DOE 
Diomede: Environmental Services Worker Relief $26.41 + DOE;  
    EVS Maintenance Worker I $31.73 + DOE; Community Health 
    Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;  
    Clinic Travel Specialist $26.41 + DOE;  
    Personal Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE 
Elim: Direct Care Attendant Relief $25.00 + DOE;  
    Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;  
    Clinic Travel Specialist Relief $26.51 + DOE 
Gambell: Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41+ DOE;  
    Personal Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE;  
    Maintenance Worker Relief $34.25 + DOE;  
    Clinic Travel Specialist Relief $26.41 + DOE 
Golovin: Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;  
    Personal Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE 
Koyuk: Environmental Services Worker & Relief $26.41 + DOE; 
    Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;  
    Maintenance Worker Relief $34.25 + DOE;  
    Clinic Travel Specialist Relief $26.41 + DOE 
St Michael: Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE 
Savoonga: Personal Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE;  
    Clinical Associate $27.41 + DOE;  
    Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;  
    Student Support Specialist U-18 $25.00 
Shaktoolik: Personal Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE;  
    Clinic Travel Specialist Relief $26.41 + DOE;  
    Student Support Specialist U-18 $25.00 
Shishmaref: Personal Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE;  
    Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;  
    Clinic Travel Specialist Relief $26.41 + DOE 
Stebbins: Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;  
    Direct Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE;  
    Personal Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE;  
    Clinic Travel Specialist Relief $26.41 + DOE;  
    Student Support Specialist U-18 $25.00 
Teller: Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;  
    Personal Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE;  
    Environmental Services Worker Relief &26.41 + DOE 
Unalakleet: Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;  
    Personal Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE;  
    Clinic Travel Specialist Relief $26.41 + DOE;  
    Dental Assistant Trainee $27.41 + DOE 
Wales: Personal Care Attendant & Relief $25.00 + DOE;  
    Village Based Counselor Trainee $27.41 + DOE;  
    Environmental Services Worker Relief $26.41 + DOE;  
    Maintenance Worker $31.73 + DOE;  
    Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;  
    Clinic Travel Specialist Relief $26.51 + DOE 
White Mountain: Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;  
    Personal Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE 

In Nome:

Court

Seawall

Classifieds

Trooper Beat

WANTED – Mark Knapp at The Cutting 
Edge in Fairbanks is buying legal ancient 
walrus ivory, musk ox horn, mammoth ivory 
and teeth. 

Very good prices. 907-452-7477. Knapp’s 
Cutting Edge 1971 Fox Ave Fairbanks AK 
99701. knappscuttingedge@gmail.com 

April 15-April 21, 2025 
 
Nome 
Violate Conditions:  On 04/15/2025 at ap-
proximately 3:12 p.m., Alaska State 
Troopers received a report of a person Vio-
lating their Conditions. Investigative results 
have been referred to the DA's office for re-
view and charging determination. 
 
Savoonga  
Violate Conditions: On 04/19/2025 at ap-
proximately 8:41 a.m., Alaska State 
Troopers received a report of a person Vio-
lating their Conditions. Investigation re-
sulted in the arrest Kyca Seppilu, 29, of 
Savoonga for Driving Under the Influence, 
Criminal Trespass 1, and Violating Con-
ditions of Release X 3. 

Norton Sound Region  
Sexual Abuse of a Minor: On 04/20/2025 
at approximately 8:53 a.m., Alaska State 
Troopers received a report of a Sexual 
Abuse of a Minor. The investigation is on-
going. 
 
Any charges reported in these press re-
leases are merely accusations and the de-
fendants are presumed innocent unless 
and until proven guilty. 

Nome Police Department 
Weekly press releases 

Activities reported between  
4/14/2025 – 4/20/2025 

 
During this period there were 206 calls for 
service received at the Nome Police Com-
munications Center; 26 (13 %) of these 
calls involved alcohol. 
The Nome Police Department dispatched 
29 ambulance calls to NSHC. The Nome 
Volunteer Fire Department responded to 1 
call during this period. 
NPD responded to 3 calls reporting intoxi-
cated persons needing assistance. One 
person remained at the hospital for medical 
evaluation/treatment. 
 

Non-arrests: 
One Possession of Alcohol under 21 cita-
tion was issued. 
 

 
Arrests 

A total of 6 arrests were made, with 5 
(100%) alcohol related 
 
Tuesday, April 15, 2025 
Charge: Driving under the influence. 
Name: Haitang Cui. Location: Front St. 

Charge: Criminal Trespass in the second 
degree. Name: Barbara Nichols. Location: 
W. 2nd Ave 
Charge: Disorderly conduct. Name: Sara 
Seetot. Location: Tobuk Alley. 
 
Saturday, April 19, 2025 
Assault in the fourth degree. Name: Jason 
Brown. Location: Greg Kruschek Ave. 
 
Sunday, April 20,  2025 
Charges: Assault in the fourth degree, four 
counts of Assault in the presence of a child. 
Name: Luis Brizuela. Location: Nome. 
 
 

Traffic 
 
One traffic stop was made during this re-
porting period, with no citations and one 
warning issued. NPD responded to no re-
ports of a Motor Vehicle accident during 
this reporting period.   
 
This is a record of activity.  The issuance 
of citations or the act of arrest does not as-
sign guilt to any identified party. Officers 
refer all cases to the DA for action. 

Week ending 4/18/2025 
Civil 

    Nanuaq, LLC v. Michaela Murphy, and 
Allen Kost; Eviction - District Court (may in-
clude rent and damages) 
    Fallon Johnson v. Clyde Pullock; Do-
mestic Violence: Short-Term 
    Not Published v. Clyde Pullock; Domes-
tic Violence:  Short-Term 
    Not Published v. Clyde Pullock; Domes-
tic Violence:  Short-Term 
    State of Alaska Department of Revenue, 
Child Support Enforcement Division Ex 
Rel, and L, B D v. Martin E. Lincoln; Alaska 
PFD or Native Dividend - Request Order 
    Lillian Olanna v. Melanie Wasky; Do-
mestic Violence: Short-Term 
    This is a record of court filing activity.  
The civil filings of protective order peti-
tions do not reflect that the court issued 
an order or made a judgment. 
 

Small Claims 
    Northrim Bank v. Shelby Cordeiro; Small 
Claim $2,500 or less 
 

Criminal 
    State of Alaska v. Nathaniel O’Connor 
(12/31/82); CTN 001: Assault 4 - Reck-
lessly Injure; DV; Date of Violation: 
12/28/23; CTNs Dismissed: 002, 003, 004; 
DVs; Any appearance or performance 
bond in this case is exonerated; 60 days, 
30 days suspended; Unsuspended 30 days 
is suspended; Unsuspended 30 days is 
time served; Must obtain BHA and follow 
treatment recommendations; Surcharges 
due; Probation until 4/14/26; Comply with 
all direct court orders listed above by the 
deadlines stated; Obey all state, federal, 
and local laws, specifically no jailable of-
fenses; Do not consume or possess alco-
hol, do not enter a place where alcohol is 
the primary item for sale; Any driver’s li-
cense or state ID is subject to cancellation 
under AS’; Any new license or state ID 
must list the AS alcohol buying restriction 
until the restriction expires. 
    State of Alaska v. Victoria Simpson 
(12/7/97); 2NO-23-379CR CTN 001: As-
sault 4;  DOV: 9/10/23; Found and ad-
judged: Harassment 2; CTNs Dismissed: 
002, 003, 004, 005; Any appearance or 
performance bond in this case is exoner-
ated; 30 days, 30 days suspended; No con-

tact, effectively immediately, and until un-
conditional discharge; defendant will have 
no direct or indirect contact with M.S.; Sur-
charges due; Probation for two years; 
Comply with all direct court orders listed 
above by the deadlines stated; Obey all 
state, federal, and local laws and ordi-
nances; Do not consume or possess alco-
hol; Do not enter a place where alcohol is 
the primary item for sale; Subject to war-
rantless breath test/arrest upon probable 
cause of an alcohol violation; Any driver’s 
license or state ID is subject to cancellation 
under cited AS’; Any new license or state 
ID must list the AS alcohol buying restric-
tion until the restriction expires. 
    State of Alaska v. Victoria Simpson 
(12/7/97); 2NO-23-383CR CTN 001: Ha-
rassment 2 - Offensive Phys Contact; DOV: 
9/10/23; Found and adjudged: Harassment 
2; Any appearance or performance bond in 
this case is exonerated; 30 days, 30 days 
suspended; No contact, effectively imme-
diately, and until unconditional discharge; 
defendant will have no direct or indirect 
contact with C.T. without consent; Proba-
tion for two years; Comply with all direct 
court orders listed above by the deadlines 
stated; Obey all state, federal, and local 
laws and ordinances; Do not consume or 
possess alcohol; Do not enter a place 
where alcohol is the primary item for sale; 
Subject to warrantless breath test/arrest 
upon probable cause of an alcohol vio-
lation; Any driver’s license or state ID is 
subject to cancellation under cited AS’; Any 
new license or state ID must list the AS al-
cohol buying restriction until the restriction 
expires. 
    State of Alaska v. Victoria Simpson 
(12/7/97); 2NO-25-75CR CTN 001: Assault 
4 - Recklessly Injure;  DOV: 3/2/25; CTNs 
Dismissed: 002, 003; Any appearance or 
performance bond in this case is exoner-
ated; 270 days, 270 days suspended; No 
contact, effectively immediately, and until 
unconditional discharge; defendant will 
have no direct or indirect contact with B.N. 
without consent; Probation for two years; 
Comply with all direct court orders listed 
above; Obey all state, federal, and local 
laws and ordinances; Do not consume or 
possess alcohol; Do not enter a place 
where alcohol is the primary item for sale; 
Subject to warrantless breath test/arrest 

upon probable cause of an alcohol vio-
lation; Any driver’s license or state ID is 
subject to cancellation under cited AS’; Any 
new license or state ID must list the AS al-
cohol buying restriction until the restriction 
expires. 
    State of Alaska v. David Harrison Ha-
bros (5/5/99); CTN 001: DUI-Operate 
Under Infl Alc/Drug; Date of Offense: 
7/23/24; Any outstanding appearance or 
performance bond is exonerated; CTNs 
Dismissed: 002, 003, 004; 150 days, 120 
days suspended; Report by 4:30 p.m. on 
4/30/25 to AMCC in person to 
remand/serve sentence or confirm time 
served; Fine $3,000, due 4/15/27; Sur-
charges due; Cost of Imprisonment due; 
Complete treatment, contact ASAP 264-
0735 and complete screening, evaluation, 
and recommended treatment; Submit proof 
of completion to court by 4/15/27; Obey 
driver’s license directives; Your driver’s li-
cense is revoked for 1 year; After you re-
gain the privilege to drive, use an IID as 
directed in IID Information Sheet for 12 
months; Costs of IID will be credited 
against fine imposed if you give proof of 
payment to court clerk before the fine due 
date; Probation for 2 years; Obey all direct 
court orders above by the deadlines stated; 
Obey all state, federal, and local laws; No 
jailable offenses; Do not possess, consume 
or possess alcohol; Do not enter a place 
where alcohol is the primary item for sale; 
Your driver’s license or state ID is subject 
to cancellation under cited AS’; Any new li-
cense or state ID must list the AS alcohol 
buying restriction until the restriction ex-
pires. 
    State of Alaska v. Peter Weyiouanna 
(1/30/87); CTN 001: Stalking 2- Fear for 
Self or Others; DOV: 9/24/24; Found and 
adjudged, guilty and convicted of Criminal 
Trespass 1- Dwelling; Any appearance or 
performance bond in this case is exoner-
ated; 60 days, 60 days suspended; No con-
tact, effective immediately, and until 
unconditional discharge, defendant will no 
direct or indirect contact with Leona Good-
hope and do not come within 100 feet from 
Leona Goodhope’s residence unless going 
to clinic for medical treatment; Defendant 
ordered to obtain BHA within 2 months 
from today (if not already completed) and 
follow mental health treatment as rec-

ommended by provider; Surcharges due; 
Probation for 18 months; Comply with all 
direct court orders listed above by the 
deadlines stated; Obey all state, federal, 
and local laws. 
    State of Alaska v. Raymond Julius 
Larsen Jr. (3/22/94); CTN 001: Resist/Inter-
fere Arrest-By Force; CTN 002: Disord 
Conduct-Create Hazard Condition; DOVs: 
8/7/24; Any appearance or performance 
bond in this case is exonerated; CTN 001: 
15 days, 15 days suspended; CTN 002:  
Conviction of Record; No jail time imposed; 
Surcharges due; Probation, CTN 001: 3 
months; Comply with all direct court orders 
listed above by the deadlines stated; Obey 
all state, federal, and local laws, specifi-
cally, no jailable offenses; Do not consume 
or possess alcohol; Do not enter a place 
where alcohol is the primary items for sale, 
except for employment purposes; Must 
submit to a portable breath test and subject 
to warrantless arrest upon probable cause 
of an alcohol or probation violation. 
    State of Alaska v. Mariah Kingeekuk 
(11/10/00); CTN 001: DUI-Operate Under 
Influence;  Date of Offense: 6/18/24; Any 
outstanding bond is exonerated; 45 days, 
42 days suspended; Report by 4:30 p.m. 
on 5/7/25 to AMCC; Remand Hearing Set 
for 5/7/25 at 2:30 p.m. to remand/serve 
sentence; Fine $1,500, due 4/16/26; Sur-
charges due; Cost of Imprisonment due; 
Complete treatment, contact ASAP 264-
0735, file proof by 4/16/26 that you com-
pleted ASAP; Obey driver’s license 
directives; Your driver’s license is revoked 
for 90 days; After you regain the privilege 
to drive, use an IID as directed in IID Infor-
mation Sheet for 6 months; Costs of IID will 
be credited against fine imposed if you give 
proof of payment to court clerk before the 
fine due date; Probation until 4/16/27; Obey 
all direct court orders above by the dead-
lines stated; Obey all state, federal, and 
local laws; Do not consume or possess al-
cohol; Do not enter a place where alcohol 
is the primary item for sale; You are re-
quired to surrender your driver’s license 
identification card; Your license and ID are 
subject to cancellation under cited AS’; Any 
new license or state ID must list the AS al-
cohol buying restriction during the re-
stricted period; You are subject to 
warrantees breathless test by any peace 

officer with probable cause to believe you 
consumed alcohol; Subject to warrantless 
search of residence for alcohol, upon prob-
able cause. 
    State of Alaska v. Caelin Taylor Kingee-
kuk (7/31/03); CTN 001: DUI-Operating 
Under the Influence;  Date of Offense: 
7/19/24; Any outstanding bond is exoner-
ated; 30 days, 27 days suspended; Report 
by 4:30 p.m. on 5/16/25 to AMCC to re-
mand/serve sentence; Fine $1,500, due 
4/16/26; Surcharges due; Cost of Imprison-
ment due; Complete Substance Abuse As-
sessment and Treatment: other program: 
Obtain a BHA within 90 days and follow 
treatment recommendations; Obey driver’s 
license directives; Your driver’s license is 
revoked for 90 days; After you regain the 
privilege to drive, use an IID as directed in 
IID Information Sheet for 6 months; Costs 
of IID will be deducted from the fine if you 
file proof of payment before the fine due 
date; Probation until 4/16/26; Obey all di-
rect court orders listed above by the dead-
lines stated; Obey all state, federal, and 
local laws and ordinances; Do not possess, 
consume or possess alcohol; Do not enter 
a place where alcohol is the primary item 
for sale; Must submit to a portable breath 
test when requested by law enforcement; 
Subject to warrantless arrest upon prob-
able cause of an alcohol violation; All li-
cense and state IDs must be surrendered; 
Subject to cancellation under cited AS’; Any 
new license or ID must list the cited AS 
buying restriction until the restriction ex-
pires.  
    State of Alaska v. Zona Fitka (12/21/93); 
CTN 001: Theft 2-Value $750-$24,999; 
DOV: 11/29/23; Class C Felony; Found and 
adjudged: guilty and convicted of Theft 3; 
Class: Misdemeanor A; Any appearance or 
performance bond in this case is exoner-
ated; 90 days, 90 days suspended; Must 
make restitution, in an amount to be deter-
mined per CR 32.6(c)(2); Apply for an 
APFD, if eligible, each year until restitution 
is paid in full; Surcharges due; Probation 
until 4/17/26; Comply all direct court orders 
listed above by the deadlines stated; Obey 
all state, federal, and local laws and ordi-
nances. 
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Bering Straits Regional Housing Authority is recruiting for the  
following positions: 
                                 
      • Executive Assistant  
      • Maintenance Compliance Officer 
      • Receptionist 
                                
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO APPLY:  
Application and full job description can be downloaded from the 
website www.bsrha.org, picked up at the BSRHA Office:  
1008 East Front Street, Nome, Alaska, or by emailing 
HR@bsrha.org.  Applications may be turned in, mailed, faxed, or 
e-mailed to BSRHA. 

RECRUITMENT 
BULLETIN 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS  
 
Bering Straits Regional Housing Authority (BSRHA) seeks proposals for production, delivery, 
spread, and compact a 1-foot lift of 1.5" minus finish gravel topping. This work will follow the 
civil site plan which identifies all lots, roads, and utility right of ways for the 40 home  
subdivision in Teller AK. Arctic conditions may impede progress, but our preferred completion 
date is JUNE 30, 2025, but we are subject to extension for good cause. 
  
The RFP packet is available by emailing enoet@bsrha.org Cc jevan@bsrha.org or calling 
Erik Noet 907-434-1843. Proposals must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. Alaska Standard 
Time on Wednesday, 05/07/2025 by courier, .pdf email to enoet@bsrha.org Cc 
jevan@bsrha.org , express or regular mail. Faxes will not be accepted.

aster waiting to happen. There’s no 
way to clean up an oil spill there 
and it will harm polar bears and 
bowhead whales. Oil companies 
should think twice about drilling in 
the Arctic, as it has been plagued 
with challenges,” Natalie Jones of 
the Center for Biological Diversity 
said by email. 

The Center for Biological Di-
versity is one of the environmental 
groups that sued the Trump admin-
istration in February. 

Despite some sporadic attempts 
to explore for oil in federal Arctic 
waters off Alaska, there has never 
been any commercial oil produc-
tion there or in any federal waters 
off Alaska, except for a small por-
tion of the Hilcorp-operated North-
star field, which lies mostly on 
state territory. 

The field that was expected to 
become the first producing site lo-
cated entirely in federal waters off 
Alaska, the Liberty project, has 
languished for decades without de-
velopment. BP Exploration 
(Alaska) Inc. discovered it in the 
1990s and drew up two separate 
development plans but wound up 
dropping those. Hilcorp acquired 
full ownership of Liberty in 2020, 

but its lack of progress on the proj-
ect led to expiration of the leases 
earlier this year. 

The last oil exploration attempt 
in federal Arctic waters was a 
Royal Dutch Shell campaign aban-
doned in 2015 after the company 
spent over $7 billion on it. 

That campaign was beset with 
trouble — most notably, the wreck 
of a mobile drill rig that escaped its 
tow and grounded during a storm 
on Dec. 31, 2012. The rig, the Kul-
luk, had been used for Shell’s ex-
ploration in the Beaufort Sea, the 
portion of the Arctic Ocean east of 
Point Barrow. Shell used a separate 
drill ship in the Chukchi Sea, west 
of Point Barrow and north of the 
Bering Strait. That ship, the Noble 
Discoverer, also had numerous op-
erational and environmental prob-
lems. 

Shell wound up completing just 
one well, which was in the Chuk-
chi, and the company concluded 
that it found too little oil there to 
justify further development. 

 
This article is printed with per-

mission and was first published on 
April 18, 2025 at www.alaskabea-
con.com

•Offshore oil leasing

das than helping Americans af-
fected by natural disasters. Under 
Secretary Noem’s leadership, we 
are committed to ensuring that 
Americans in crisis can get the help 
and resources they need,” an un-
named FEMA spokesperson said in 
an April 4 statement. 

The BRIC program was estab-
lished during the first Trump ad-
ministration, and a 2019 report said 
it saved $6 in costs for every $1 
spent. The program awarded grants 
on a competitive basis, had proto-
cols to ensure that awarded projects 
were geared at saving people’s lives 
and required a 25 percent local or 
state match. It was expanded during 
the Biden administration. 

Among the BRIC-funded work 
in Alaska now in jeopardy is a proj-
ect in Skagway to excavate a rock 
slope at the city’s port to lessen the 
risks of landslides and a localized 
tsunami there. The city was 
awarded a $19.9 million BRIC 
grant in February, but the Trump ad-
ministration’s cancellation of BRIC 
projects is retroactive to 2020. 

Past BRIC grants in Alaska also 
include $1.465 million awarded in 

2022 to the Native Village of Kwi-
gillingok, a tribal government in a 
Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta village 
coping with accelerating erosion, 
increased flooding and permafrost 
thaw. It was one of several grants 
made to tribal governments or 
Native villages around the nation. 

Kitka, in her Nome remarks, said 
the Denali Commission hopes to 
convince FEMA that the Utqiagvik 
telecommunications project and its 
BRIC funding are worth saving. It 
can be a “test case” to show how an 
infrastructure investment can bene-
fit not just the local community but 
also the military. 

There are 16 other pending 
Alaska projects that are threatened 
by the decision to axe the BRIC 
program, she added. 

Kitka said another argument to 
be made to preserve the Denali 
Commissions is that its role as a co-
ordinating agency, with funding 
flexibility, is itself a model of effi-
ciency. 

Because other federal depart-
ments and agencies are able to 
transfer money to it outside of an-
nual deadlines, the commission can 
do some multiyear planning, avoid-
ing seasonal problems and delays, 
she said. 

“People have told me that this is 
the only entity, federal entity, like 
this in the state of Alaska, that there 
isn’t any other one like that,” she 
said. “The downside is we don’t 
know if it’s going to survive this 
new administration.” 

Sen. Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska, 
also spoke at the Nome conference 
and addressed concerns about 
halted or canceled federal funding. 
“As we are looking to push for new 
funding, we’ve got to make sure 
that the funds that we already se-
cured are disbursed,” she said. 

Like Kitka, Murkowski said it is 
important to emphasize Alaska’s 
role in national security and to 
make the case that federal invest-
ment has national benefits. 

That is particularly the case in 
Nome and the Bering Strait region, 
which lies at the Pacific gateway to 
the Arctic Ocean, is involved in 
Arctic diplomacy and borders Rus-
sia, as well as offers the potential 
for producing important critical 
minerals, she said. 

Justifications for the Trump ad-
ministration’s focus on Greenland 
can apply to Alaska’s Bering Strait 
region, she said. 

“So let’s make sure that, when 
we talk about the advantages of 

having that security on that side of 
North America, we don’t overlook 
this side of North America. And, by 
the way, this side, it is already part 
of the United States of America,” 
she said. 

 
This article is printed with per-

mission and was first published on 
April 22, 2025 at www.alaskabea-
con.com 

•Denali Commission
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